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K-9 Flanker 

– The job of the canine flanker is equal in 
importance, to the job of the K-9 handler. There 
are many responsibilities for the flankers to 
attend to during the deployment of the K-9 
Teams. 

 

– The flankers are responsible for the safety of the 
team as well as keeping good records and 
contact with the team leaders and the command 
staff. 



Selection of K-9 Flankers 

 Selection of K-9 flankers is very important.  
The team member should meet the 
following, if not all of this criteria: 

 

 able to physically keep up with a fast moving 
team, as well as being able to carry a pack 

 perceptive- able to spot clues, team member 
whereabouts etc. 



1) Multi-Tasker- able to do many tasks at once 

2) Prepared to do what ever is needed by the     
K-9 team  

3) Have good search skills 

4) Training as a K-9 flanker 

5) If possible use fellow K-9 team members, 
but it is not necessary 

 



Tasks of K-9 Flankers 

 There are many tasks a K-9 flanker will do during 
deployment. Below is a list of some of the tasks. 

Search for clues- there are usually many clues to 
be found during a search for victims or suspects. 
The k-9 team and flankers need to pay close 
attention during the pre-search briefing.  Make 
notes of the description, habits, equipment, and 
experience. Be aware of footprints and sounds. 



Tasks of K-9 Flankers 

Orienting for team- handlers are to busy reading 
their dog, looking for clues, and watching for 
indication from the K-9, to be looking at a GPS or 
compass.  
Team safety- the flankers are responsible for 
team safety by advising K-9 team of hazards like: 
roads, cars, cliffs, water, downed timber, traps, 
large holes, structure instabilities, hazardous 
materials, fires, stray dogs, farm animals, wild 
animals, hunters, angry land owners, fences up 
or down, ditches etc. 



Tasks of K-9 Flankers 

Be aware of areas that can cause harm to the K-
9 and handler as well as other team members. 
Focus on the task not the K-9. 

Record keeping- times team showed interest, 
what area it was shown in, times when clues 
were found and where, indications of victim, 
time search started, areas searched, and to be 
searched, time search ended, and any other 
important information that needs recorded. 



Tasks of K-9 Flankers 

Evidence collection, marking as well as 
communicating found evidence to command 
center. 

Communication- to other flankers, other K-9 
teams, command center, team members, 
rescue teams, as well as K-9 handlers. 

 

 



Tasks of K-9 Flankers 

“Pack Mule”- sometimes the flanker may 
need to carry extra supplies for K-9 team.  
The handler will be crawling into spaces with 
K-9 and need to not have pack, leads or other 
items to get caught in brush, bushes, or 
confined spaces.  The handler will carry some 
items but may need flanker to carry extra 
items like water, or food for the K-9.  



K-9 Handlers are in charge! 

 The handler is trained in how to deploy the 
K-9 and will need the flankers to pay 
attention to handler so evidence or tracks are 
not ruined and/or contaminated. THIS IS NO 
TIME FOR A POWER STRUGGLE! 



K-9 Handlers are in Charge! 
There are seven disciplines in K-9 work. Some are similar 

but each has some unique differences: 

Disaster K-9 

Human HRD- water 
cadaver 

Evidence- article 

Tracking/Trailing  

Human HRD- land 
cadaver 

Area search 

Avalanche (not used by 
OSRT) 



K-9 Team Flanker Formation 

 

 

 The flankers may need to move or adjust 
during the search.  But the standard 
formation is as follows. 



K-9 Team Flanker Formation 

K-9  

 K-9 handler 

Flanker Flanker 



K-9 Team Flanker Formation 

 Handler may use a different formation, do to 
the needs of the task or weather conditions.  
Handlers use weather conditions like wind, 
and moisture as well as other environmental 
factors to deploy K-9s.  



Got the kid. 

Now what do you want me to do to them? 


